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seded. This was a most unfortunate and seem-
ingly avoidable circumstance and Preble was
bitterly disappointed in not being able to carry
through his plans for the capture of Tripoli,
which he could probably have accomplished with
a heavier force. Very little was accomplished by
Barron's squadron and the next year peace was
concluded with Tripoli on terms far from satis-
factory. After his return home Preble was em-
ployed in building gunboats for the navy. His
health, which had long been declining, broke
completely and he died at Portland at the early
age of forty-six. He was a tall man and of dis-
tinguished appearance. A hot temper and ill
health increased a natural irascibility. His dis-
cipline was severe but was imposed upon himself
as well as others. He was impartial in his judg-
ments and free from prejudice, and justly earned
the respect and admiration of his officers in spite
of his rough exterior. He in turn acquired a
real affection for them and during his command
in the Mediterranean there was neither a court
martial nor a duel. His squadron was a training
school for many of the young officers who later
distinguished themselves in the struggle with the
British navy during the War of 1812. William
Bainbridge, Stephen Decatur, Charles Stewart,
Issac Hull, David Porter [<?#.*/.], and many of
the still younger officers, were worthy pupils of a
great teacher.
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Biog.t ser. 2, vol. XII (1847) ; J. T. Kirkland, Life of
Commodore Preble (n.d.) ; S. P. Waldo, Biog. Sketches
of Distinguished Naval Heroes (1823) ; G. W. Allen,
Our Navy and the Barbary Corsairs (1905) ; G. H.
Preble, The First Cruise of the IT. S. Frigate Essex
(1870) ; Mag. of Am. Hist., Mar. 1879.] G. W. A.

PREBLE, GEORGE HENRY (Feb. 25,
i8i6-Mar. i, 1885), naval officer, author, was
born in Portland, Me., the son of Enoch and
Sally (Cross) Preble. His father was a sea cap-
tain, and Commodore Edward Preble [q.v.'] was
his uncle. He attended public schools until he
was thirteen years of age, becoming a clerk first
in a Portland bookshop, then in a grocery busi-
ness started by his father, and subsequently in a
Boston publishing house, where he worked until
he was appointed midshipman in October 1835.
After cruises in the Mediterranean and Caribbean,
he studied at the Philadelphia naval school and
was made passed midshipman in June 1841. A
year's strenuous service in Florida during the
Indian wars was followed by an oriental cruise
in the St. Louis. At Canton in 1844, he com-
manded the first American armed landing force

Preble

in China. Upon his return he was married on
Nov. 18,1845, to Susan Zabiah, daughter of John
Cox of Portland. They had four children, two
daughters, one of whom died in infancy, and two
sons. During the Mexican War he had a year's
active blockade service as executive of the
schooner Petrel, 1846-47. This was followed by
another Gulf cruise in the Saratoga and then by
coast survey duty, 1849-52. In the Macedonian,
X853-S6, he accompanied Perry's mission to
Japan, commanded a steamer operating against
Chinese pirates, and, in 1855, prepared surveys
and sailing directions for the Wu-sung River
leading to Shanghai. After a year as lighthouse
inspector stationed at Portland, and two years at
the Boston navy yard, he was executive of the
Narragansett in the Pacific until December 1861.
With the Civil War came his first regular com-
mand, the steam gunboat Katahdin, which joined
Farragut in the Gulf, was the fourth ship to pass
the forts below New Orleans, and was actively
engaged in operations up to Vicksburg. Preble
was made commander on July 16, 1862, and in
August he took over the steam sloop Oneida,
which joined the Mobile blockade. Here, on
Sept. 4, while temporarily senior officer of the
blockading force, he suffered the most serious
misfortune of his career when he allowed the
Confederate cruiser Oreto (Florida) to break
through into the bay. The Oreto boldly ap-
proached the Oneida and Winona, the only ves-
sels barring her passage, at full speed by day-
light. Unwarned of the raider's being at large,
and taking her for a British cruiser, Preble al-
lowed her to get almost opposite, but then, after
three quick warning shots, opened fire with all
guns. The Oreto escaped by superior speed and
lighter draft, though her commander, John New-
land Maffitt \_q.vJ\, later reported her badly in-
jured with four shots in her hull and twelve
casualties among her crew. On the basis of
Preble's hasty report, forwarded the same night
by Farragut from Pensacola, Secretary Welles
dismissed him from the service. Even as war-
time punishment this action was hasty and un-
just. Preble's only fault, as decided by a court
of inquiry in 1872, was the "venial" one of delay
in halting the Oreto because of his supposition
that she was British. He protested energetically
and in February 1863 was restored to his former
rank, but was again chagrined on being assigned
to the old sail-sloop St. Louis off Lisbon. Soon
after, at Funchal, Madeira, he once more en-
countered the Florida, but, through perhaps an
over-scrupulous regard for the neutrality of the
port, let her steam away (see C. H. Davis, Life
of Charles Henry Davis, 1899, P- 302). At last,
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